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Desr 3ir:

This is
whieTein you atate

national bridge 111 bde duilt at Laredo,

Texns, as o joint p sing~{unds from the United States
rubliec Roads A state Highway Department funds,
and funds of the R ubx.c of iYe You Fegnrest an opinion
a8 to what 2 sintion mugt first be
secured A The Texas Legislature before the

ude i3 a navigable stream ( EBrownsville

and i Bridge Company va. Gateway Bridgs
Company »\ 2 3 i 132 ) and, of course, it doses not lie
wholly wibhin\th t8 of the 3tate of Texas. Bsfore a

bridge can ke bGLilL acrosa aiuth a waterway, the consent of

Congresa ausdh\riyrd4t dve obtainaed, and thae plans therefor must

bs submitted 0, and approved by the Chlef of Engineera and

by the Sesretary of ¥War. 30 Ibab. 1151, 33 U. 3. C. A, Sec 40);

34 ﬁ"ato 841 35 Ua 3. Ceo Ae BEaRSg, 491 et 584G, Ja9 Intematiom

Bridge Cumpany va,. New York, 234 U. 5. 123, 63 L. 4. 176,

holding that the provisiocns of these statutes apply to intar-

natisnal bridzes. See also Fagle Pass and 2. H. Bridze

Compan: va, Texas-Coahuila 3ridge Company (Civ. APD.), 279

a. wa 937, writ relused, and Brownavlille and Xutsmoros
dunieipal Bridgo Company vs. Gateway Sridgze Coxmpany, supra.

NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED Ks A DEFAATMENTAL OPINION UNLESS aSPROVES BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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The Toxaz leglalatare hns vested plenary power
and authority in the Texas Highway Pemriment to designate,
control and malntain 5tate highways. articlea 6673, st.3eq.,
Ve a. C, 3. Robblns va., Lizsatoze County, 1l4 Toxas 343,
268 3, ¥, 217 Heathman va. Siagletary { Coa. App. ) 12 d. W
, &nd., 150. 43 used in the statutory authorizatioa the term
"highways™ inoludes "bridges™. Artliocls 3874-a, V. a. Ce Aej
Aransas Couanty vs. Coleman, 1C3 Tex. 218, Further, the
Laginlature hes authorized the Highway Department to laprove
the State highway system with Federal ald.. irticles 85744,
0574d-1, 36742, V. A, C,. S,

We are informed that the Laredo bridgs approach forms

a bsginning and terminal polnt for State dasignated highways
.81 and 83. Conasquently, In vlew of the broad authority
£iven the State Highway Department by ths lLegislature over
the consiruotion and maintenance of designated State high-
ways it is our opinion that srecial state legislation
authorizing the Highway Department to cooperate with the
Polderal Government and the Repudlie of exieo in tha gon-~
struotion of an international brldge at Laredo is unneoessary.

%e have advinsd you that the consent of Congress
mnst ba obtalned and ths plans must ba subalited for approval
to the Chiesf of Ingineers and the 3soretary of Zar. Wa also
advise you that the consent of the Hexican governmeat mual
bs obsained hefore tha projset may de begun, The steps
nscessary to secure that coasent and the tenor and effeed
of any treaty provisions on the sudjeot are, of course,
political guesticna which cae be aaswered only by the State
Departaeat., after Congress has authorized ths atruoture anid
the plans bhave been gpproved by the Chief of Ingzinsers and
tha Seeretary of bar, inquiry should be znde of the 3tate
-Dapartzent a2 to. whethar or not the tousent of tho Hexloan
Coverament hus been obtalned,

Yours very traly,
' SRMxRAL OF TEXas
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